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Notice of Intended Action

Twenty-five interested persons, a governmental subdivision, an agency or association of 25 or more
persons may demand an oral presentation hereon as provided in Iowa Code section 17A.4(1)“b.”

Notice is also given to the public that the Administrative Rules Review Committee may, on its own
motion or on written request by any individual or group, review this proposed action under section
17A.8(6) at a regular or special meeting where the public or interested persons may be heard.

Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code section 234.6, the Department of Human Services proposes
to rescind Chapter 159, “Child Care Resource and Referral Grants Program,” and adopt Chapter 159,
“Child Care Resource and Referral Services,” Iowa Administrative Code.

The proposed amendment rescinds and replaces the chapter on grants for the operation of regional
resource and referral agencies to support child care services. The new chapter reflects current state
contracting procedures. The current contractors have been operating under “sole source” contracts, a
practice which is no longer allowed. The Department plans to issue a request for proposals early in 2010
to reprocure these services. The proposed rules support those requirements. They do not alter the current
scope of services provided to parents, providers and communities by the child care resource and referral
agencies.

These rules do not provide for waivers in specified situations because the rules must conform to state
contracting requirements in Iowa Code chapter 8A and Department of Administrative Services rules at
11—Chapters 106 and 107.

Any interested person may make written comments on the proposed amendment on or before
February 2, 2010. Comments should be directed to Mary Ellen Imlau, Bureau of Policy Analysis and
Appeals, Department of Human Services, Hoover State Office Building, 1305 East Walnut Street,
Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114. Comments may be sent by fax to (515)281-4980 or by E-mail to
policyanalysis@dhs.state.ia.us.

This amendment is intended to implement Iowa Code section 237A.26.
The following amendment is proposed.
Rescind 441—Chapter 159 and adopt the following new chapter in lieu thereof:

CHAPTER 159
CHILD CARE RESOURCE AND REFERRAL SERVICES

PREAMBLE
These rules define the process for awarding grants for the delivery of child care resource and referral

services.

441—159.1(237A) Definitions.
“Applicant”means an agency that applies for a contract as a regional child care resource and referral

agency.
“Child care facility” means a child care center, preschool, or child development home.
“Child care resource and referral agency”means a community-based nonprofit incorporated agency

or public agency that is under a contract with the department to provide resource and referral services as
defined in subrule 159.3(1).

“Director” means the director of the department of human services.
“Region” means the service area of the child care resource and referral agency as determined in the

contract with the department.
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441—159.2(237A)Availability of funds.   In any year in which funds are available for child care resource
and referral services, the department shall award grants for child care resource and referral services
pursuant to a request for proposals.

159.2(1) The total amount of grant moneys awarded shall be contingent upon the funds available.
159.2(2) Grants shall be issued on a regional basis. The department shall determine the amount of

grant money available for each region based upon the factors set forth in the request for proposals.

441—159.3(237A) Participation requirements.
159.3(1) Resource and referral services. Grants will be awarded to community-based nonprofit

incorporated agencies and public agencies that have the capacity to provide all of the following types
of services:

a. Parent services.
(1) The agency shall assist families in selecting quality child care and shall provide referrals to

child care facilities.
(2) The agency may provide referrals to child care homes and may provide specialized referral

services to employers.
b. Provider services. The agency shall:
(1) Assist child care providers in adopting developmentally appropriate programs and sustainable

business practices to provide quality child care services through the delivery of consultation, training,
and other resources and materials.

(2) Support the development of new child care facilities and the expansion of existing child care
facilities in response to identified needs.

(3) Encourage participation of eligible child care facilities in the federal Child and Adult Care Food
Program (CACFP).

c. Community services. The agency shall:
(1) Provide information to the public regarding the availability and quality of child care services

within the agency’s region.
(2) Coordinate with other public and private entities and services within the region. Activities

shall include coordinating with community-level efforts to improve the consistency and quality of
data collection, consultation and other supports to child care homes and child development homes,
particularly the efforts of home consultants funded by a community empowerment area board.

d. Other. The agency shall offer such other services as set forth in the request for proposals issued
by the department.

159.3(2) Matching funds. The agency must provide a financial match of the grant award as set forth
in the request for proposals. Eligible match includes in-kind contributions, private donations and public
funding.

441—159.4(237A) Request for proposals for project grants.   The department shall announce the
request for proposals through public notice.

159.4(1) Proposal submittal. All applicants shall submit proposals to Iowa Department of Human
Services, Bureau of Child Care and Community Services, Hoover State Office Building, Fifth Floor,
1305 E. Walnut, Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0114.

159.4(2) Proposal requirements. To be eligible for review, a proposal shall:
a. Be received by the due date specified in the request for proposals;
b. Be in the form prescribed by the department in the request for proposals; and
c. Meet the requirements set forth in the request for proposals.

441—159.5(237A) Selection of proposals.   The selection criteria for the grants shall be set forth in the
request for proposals.

159.5(1) The director shall make the final decision regarding grants awarded to applicants. Only
one grant shall be awarded in each specified region to the agency that best meets the criteria set forth in
the request for proposals.
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159.5(2) The department reserves the right to award grants for less than the amount of appropriated
funds if there is an insufficient number of acceptable proposals submitted to adequately achieve the
purpose of child care resource and referral services statewide.

These rules are intended to implement Iowa Code section 237A.26.
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